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57 ABSTRACT

A display device includes a display module and a protective
member that accommodates the display module. The protec-
tive member includes a first curved-line part extending in a
horizontal direction and curved to have a concave surface on
the top, a second curved-line part spaced apart from the first
curved-line part to face the first curved-line part, formed
below the first curved-line part, extending in the horizontal
direction, and have a concave surface on the bottom, and
connection parts that connect the first curved-line part and the
second curved-line part to define an opening portion through
which the portion of a display area is exposed. The display
area comprises a display part exposed through the opening
portion to display the effective image, a first peripheral part
overlapped with the first curved-line part, and a second
peripheral part overlapped with the second curved-line part.

19 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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1
DISPLAY DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This U.S. non-provisional patent application claims prior-
ity under 35 U.S.C. §119 to Korean Patent Application No.
10-2013-0035915, filed on Apr. 2, 2013, the contents of
which are hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of Disclosure

The present disclosure relates to a display device. More
particularly, the present disclosure relates to a display device.

2. Description of the Related Art

A display device has been developed in order to replace a
cathode ray tube display device having a relatively large size
and high power consumption. As the display device, various
display devices, such as an organic light emitting display
device, a liquid crystal display device, a plasma display
device, etc., have been developed.

In recent years, demands for display devices, which pro-
vide three-dimensional effect, sense of immersion and pres-
ence, increase. For the three-dimensional effect, a three-di-
mensional image display device has been developed. For the
sense of immersion and presence, a curved display device has
been developed.

In the curved display device, some elements are formed in
curved shape. The curved display device is manufactured by
assembling curved-shaped elements which are separately
formed.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure provides a display device capable of
providing the sense of immersion and presence.

Embodiments of the inventive concept provide a display
device including a display module that includes a display
panel to display an effective image in a portion of a display
area, and a protective member that accommodates the display
module, the protective member including a first curved-line
part extending in a horizontal direction and curved to have a
concave surface on the top, a second curved-line part spaced
apart from the first curved-line part to face the first curved-
line part, formed below the first curved-line part, extending in
the horizontal direction, and curved to have a concave surface
on the bottom, and connection parts that connect the first
curved-line part and the second curved-line part to define an
opening portion through which the portion of the display area
is exposed. The display area comprises a display part exposed
through the opening portion to display the effective image, a
first peripheral part overlapped with the first curved-line part,
and a second peripheral part overlapped with the second
curved-line part. The display area and the first peripheral part
are separated by a first boundary line having a same curvature
as the first curved-line part, and the display part and the
second peripheral part are separated by a second boundary
line having a same curvature as the second curved-line part.
The display module may further comprises a signal processor
that scales an image data corresponding to the display area to
generate a scaled data corresponding to the display part, and
a display panel driver that converts the scaled data to an
effective data voltage and applies the effective data voltage to
the display part. The signal processor may further generate a
non-effective image data, the display panel driver converts
the non-effective image data to non-effective image data volt-
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ages and applies the non-effective image data voltages to the
first peripheral part and the second peripheral part, and each
of the first peripheral part and the second peripheral part
displays a non-effective image. The display area may com-
prise a plurality of pixels each including a liquid crystal
capacitor and a thin film transistor applying the effective data
voltage to the liquid crystal capacitor.

The first curved part may have a convex surface on the
bottom and the second curved part have a convex surface on
the top.

The display part and the first peripheral part may be sepa-
rated by a first boundary line having a same curvature as the
first curved-line part, and the display part and the second
peripheral part may be separated by a second boundary line
having a same curvature as the second curved-line part. The
first boundary line and the second boundary line may have the
same curvature

Embodiments of the inventive concept provide a display
module that includes a display panel having a display area, the
display area displaying a first image in a first mode, and a
protective member that accommodates the display module,
the protective member including a first horizontal part
extending in a horizontal direction, a second horizontal part
spaced apart from the first horizontal part in a vertical direc-
tion to face the first horizontal part, formed below the first
horizontal part, and extending in the horizontal direction, and
vertical parts connecting the first horizontal part and the sec-
ond horizontal part to define an opening portion through
which the display area is exposed, the display area compris-
ing a main display part that displays an effective image of the
first image in the first mode, a first auxiliary display part that
displays a first non-effective image of the first image consecu-
tive to the effective image of the first image in the first mode,
and a second auxiliary display part that displays a second
non-effective image of the first image consecutive to the
effective image of the first image in the first mode. The first
auxiliary display part and the second auxiliary display part
are spaced apart from each other in the vertical direction with
respect to the main display part, the main display part and the
first auxiliary display part are separated by a first boundary
line, substantially extending in the horizontal direction, and
having convex surface on the bottom, and the main display
part and the second auxiliary display part are separated each
other by a second boundary line substantially extending in the
horizontal direction and having convex surface on the top.

The first horizontal part may comprise a first inner side and
a first outer side, the second horizontal part may comprise a
second inner side and a second outer side, and the vertical
parts may comprise third inner sides and third outer sides, the
first inner side, the second inner side, and the third inner sides,
which are connected to each other, form the opening portion.

The first outer side may have a same curvature as the first
boundary line and has a concave surface on the top, and the
second outer side may have a same curvature as the second
boundary line and has a concave surface on the bottom.

The first inner side and the second inner side may be
substantially in parallel to each other.

The display module may further comprise a signal proces-
sor that scales an image data corresponding to the first image
and outputs a scaled data corresponding to the effective image
data and the non-effective image data corresponding to the
first non-effective image and the second non-effective image.

The display module may further comprise a display panel
driver that converts the scaled data to an effective data voltage
to apply the effective data voltage to the main display part and
converts the non-effective image data to non-effective image
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data voltages to apply the non-effective image data voltages
to the first auxiliary display part and the second auxiliary
display part.

The display area may comprise a plurality of pixels each
including a liquid crystal capacitor and a thin film transistor
applying the effective data voltage to the liquid crystal capaci-
tor.

The first non-effective image and the second non-effective
image may display a same color and pattern as the protective
member.

The display module may display a second image different
from the first image in a second mode, the main display part
may display a first partial image of the second image, the first
auxiliary display part may display a second partial image of
the second image, which is consecutive to the first partial
image, and the second auxiliary display part may display a
third partial image of the second image, which is consecutive
to the first partial image.

The display panel may further comprise a non-display area
disposed adjacent to the display area, and the display module
may further comprise a protective frame to accommodate the
display panel, cover the non-display area, and expose the
display area, and a backlight unit to supply light to the display
panel.

According to the above, the display device provides the
image with the sense of immersion and presence without
changing the three-dimensional shape of the flat display
panel. When the shape ofthe protective member that serves as
the outer surface of the display device is changed, the changed
effective image is displayed on the display surface. The
changed effective image provides the sense of immersion and
presence to the viewer.

In addition, the display device provides the image with the
sense of immersion and presence without changing the three-
dimensional shape of the flat display panel and the protective
member. The non-effective image is applied to a portion of the
pixels area and the effective image is applied to a different
portion of the pixel area. The effective image displayed in
only the portion of the pixel area provides the sense of immer-
sion and presence to the viewer.

The display device is operated in two modes. The display
panel displays the effective image in the first mode regardless
of'the area of the display surface thereof. In the second mode,
the display panel displays the effective image in the partial
area and displays the first and second non-effective images in
different partial area. That is, the display device provides a
wide image in the first mode and provides the image with the
presence in the second mode.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other advantages of the present disclosure
will be readily apparent with reference to the following
detailed description and accompanying drawings wherein:

FIG. 1is a plan view showing a display device according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view showing the display
device shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view showing a display
module shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a view showing an image displayed in the display
device shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing the display module
shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a part of the display
module shown in FIG. 5;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

FIG.7 is a plan view showing a display device according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIGS. 8A and 8B are views respectively showing first and
second images displayed in the display device shown in FIG.
7, and

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing a display module of the
display device shown in FIG. 7.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It will be understood that when an element or layer is
described as being “on”, “connected to” or “coupled to”
another element or layer, the element or layer can be disposed
directly on, connected or coupled to the other element or
layer, with or without any intervening elements or layers. In
contrast, when an element is described as being “directly on,”
“directly connected to” or “directly coupled to” another ele-
ment or layer, there are no intervening elements or layers
present. Like numbers refer to like elements throughout. As
used herein, the term “and/or” includes any and all combina-
tions of one or more of the associated listed items.

It will be understood that, although the terms first, second,
etc. may be used herein to describe various elements, com-
ponents, regions, layers and/or sections, these elements, com-
ponents, regions, layers and/or sections should not be limited
by the terms. The terms are used to distinguish one element,
component, region, layer or section from another region,
layer or section. Thus, a first element, component, region,
layer or section described herein could be renamed as a sec-
ond element, component, region, layer or section without
departing from the teachings of the present disclosure.

Spatially relative terms, such as “beneath”, “below”,
“lower”, “above”, “upper” and the like, may be used herein to
describe an element or feature’s spatial relationship to
another element(s) or feature(s) as illustrated in the figures. It
will be understood that the spatially relative terms are
intended to encompass different orientations of the device in
use or operation in addition to the orientation depicted in the
figures. For example, ifthe device in the figures is turned over,
elements described as “below” or “beneath” other elements or
features would then be oriented “above” the other elements or
features. Thus, the term “below” can encompass both above
and below orientation. The device may also be oriented (ro-
tated 90 degrees or at other orientations) and the spatially
relative descriptors used herein should be interpreted accord-
ingly.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing certain embodiments and is not intended to be limit the
scope of the present disclosure. As used herein, the singular
forms, “a”, “an” and “the” include the plural forms as well,
unless the context clearly expresses otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “includes” and/or “includ-
ing”, as used in this specification, specify the presence of
stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/or
components, but do not preclude the presence or addition of
one or more other features, integers, steps, operations, ele-
ments, components, and/or groups thereof.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which this disclosure belongs. It will be further understood
that terms, such as those defined in commonly used dictio-
naries, should be interpreted as having a meaning that is
consistent with their meaning in the context of the relevant art
and should not be interpreted in an idealized or overly formal
sense unless otherwise expressly so defined herein.



US 9,343,025 B2

5

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
explained in detail with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings.

FIG. 1is a plan view showing a display device according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure, FIG. 2 is
an exploded perspective view showing the display device
shown in FIG. 1, and FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view
showing a display module shown in FIG. 2.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the display device includes
protective members 10U and 101, a display module 20, a
power supply 30, and a tuner 40. FIGS. 1 and 2 show a
television set as a representative example. According to the
display device, the configuration of the display device may be
changed. For instance, the display device may be a computer
monitor that does not have the tuner 40.

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the protective members include
anupper protective member 10U and a lower protective mem-
ber 101, which are coupled to each other. The upper and lower
protective members 10U and 10L. form an outer surface of the
display device and accommodate other elements therein. The
upper and lower protective members 10U and 10L. may be
formed of plastic, aluminum, or stainless steel.

The upper protective member 10U is disposed on the dis-
play module 20. The upper protective member 10U include
four parts 10U-1 to 10U-4 that define an opening portion
10U-OP on a display surface of the display module 20. The
display surface of the display module 20 displays the image.

The four parts 10U-1 to 10U-4 include a first curved-line
part 10U-1, a second curved-line part 10U-2, and connection
parts 10U-3 and 10U-4. The connection parts 10U-3 and
10U-4 include a first connection part 10U-3 and a second
connection part 10U-4, but the number of the connection
parts 10U-3 and 10U-4 should not be limited thereto or
thereby. The first curved-line part 10U-1, the second curved-
line part 10U-2, the first connection part 10U-3, and the
second connection part 10U-4 are integrally formed with
each other. According to another exemplary embodiment of
the present disclosure, the first curved-line part 10U-1, the
second curved-line part 10U-2, the first connection part 10U-
3, and the second connection part 10U-4 may be assembled
with each other or disassembled from each other.

The first curved-line part 10U-1 substantially extends in a
horizontal direction DR1 of the display module 20. The first
curved-line part 10U-1 is curved to have concave surface on
the top and convex surface on the bottom. The first curved-
line part 10U-1 has a substantially same width. That is, an
outer side and an inner side of the first curved-line part 10U-1
are curved.

The second curved-line part 10U-2 is disposed to face the
first curved-line part 10U-1 and spaced apart from the first
curved-line part 10U-1 in the vertical direction DR2. The
second curved-line are disposed under the first curved-line
part 10U-1. The second curved-line part 10U-2 substantially
extends in the horizontal direction DR1 of the display module
20. The second curved-line part 10U-2 is curved to have
concave surface on the bottom and convex surface on the top.
The first curved-line part 10U-1 has a substantially same
width. That is, an outer side and an inner side of the second
curved-line part 10U-2 are curved. The first curved-line part
10U-1 and the second curved-line part 10U-2 have a sym-
metrical shape with respect to the horizontal direction DR1.

The first connection part 10U-3 connects left end portions
of'the first and the second curved-line parts 10U-1 and 10U-2.
The second connection part 10U-4 connects right end por-
tions of the first and the second curved-line parts 10U-1 and
10U-2. The first and the second connection parts 10U-3 and
10U-4 are substantially parallel to the vertical direction DR2.
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The lower protective member 10L is disposed under the
display module 20, the power supply 30, and the tuner 40.
Different from the lower protective member 10L. shown in
FIG. 2, the lower protective member may include parts that
may be assembled with each other or disassembled from each
other.

The display module 20 displays images through a prede-
termined area thereof. The display module 20 is partially
exposed through the opening portion 10U-OP above the dis-
play surface and partially covered by the upper protective
member 10U.

The power supply 30 supplies a source voltage to the dis-
play module 20. The power supply 30 converts an alternating
current voltage from an external source (not shown) to a direct
current voltage. The power supply 30 may include an AC-to-
DC converter. The tuner 40 demodulates input broadcasting
signal and converts the broadcasting signal to image data
suitable for the display module. The display device may fur-
ther include a sound device.

Referring to FIG. 3, the display module 20 includes pro-
tective frames 100U, 100M, and 100L, a display panel 200,
backlight units that includes a light source LS and a light
guide plate LGP. The backlight units LS and LGP may be
omitted according to the kind of the display device.

The display panel 200 receives light from the backlight
units LS and LGP and displays the images. The display panel
200 may be a liquid crystal display panel or an electrophoretic
display panel. In the present exemplary embodiment, the
liquid crystal display panel that includes a first substrate 210,
a second substrate 220, and a liquid crystal layer (not shown)
disposed between the first and the second substrates 210 and
220 will be described as the display panel 200.

The display panel 200 includes a display area DA in which
pixels are arranged and a non-display area NDA in which the
pixels are not arranged. The display area DA displays the
image. In the image displayed in the display area DA, a
portion of the image, which is provided to a viewer through
the opening portion 10U-OP of the upper protective member
10U, is defined as an effective image.

The non-display area NDA is disposed adjacent to at least
a portion of the display area DA. The don-display area sur-
rounds the display area DA. Pads for driving signals and
driving voltages are arranged in the non-display area NDA.
The pads may be arranged in a portion of the first substrate
210. The pads arranged in the non-display area NDA are
connected to a flexible printed circuit board FPC or chip on
film COF. The flexible printed circuit board FPC or chip on
film COF electrically connects the display panel 200 and a
main printed circuit board MPCB. Active elements, such as
driving ICs, may be disposed on the flexible printed circuit
board FPC, chip on film COF or the main printed circuit board
MPCB.

The protective frames 100U, 100M, and 100L include an
upper frame 100U, an intermediate frame 100M, and a lower
frame 100L. The protective frames 100U, 100M, and 100L
may be formed of plastic, aluminum, or stainless steel.

The upper frame 100U is provided with an opening portion
100U-OP to expose the display area DA of the display panel
200. The opening portion 100-OP of the upper frame 100U
may be greater than the opening portion 10U-OP of the upper
protective member 10U (refer to FIG. 2). The upper frame
100U protects the non-display area NDA of the display panel
200. The upper frame 100U may be omitted. In this case, the
upper protective member 10U directly covers the portion of
the display panel 200.

The lower frame 100L is disposed under the display panel
200. The lower frame 100L. includes a bottom portion 100L-B
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with a rectangular shape and a sidewall portion 100L-W
extend upward from the bottom portion 100L.-B. The sidewall
portion 100L.-W may be partially removed.

The intermediate frame 100M is disposed between the
upper frame 100U and the lower frame 100L. The interme-
diate frame 100M may have a rectangular frame shape over-
lapped with the non-display area NDA of the display panel
200. The intermediate frame 100M is provided with an open-
ing portion 100M-OP formed therethrough. The intermediate
frame 100M is disposed under the display panel 200 and
supports the display panel 200.

The backlight units include a light source LS to generate
the light and a light guide plate LGP to guide the light from the
light source LS to the display panel 200. The backlight units
LS and LGP are inserted into the opening portion 100M-OP
of the intermediate frame 100M.

The light source LS includes a printed circuit board LPCB
and a plurality of light emitting devices LE mounted on the
printed circuit board LPCB. The printed circuit board LPCB
includes an insulating layer (not shown) and a wiring layer
(not shown). The printed circuit board LPCB extends along a
surface, e.g., a light incident surface, of the light guide plate
LGP. Each light emitting device LE includes a light emitting
diode.

Although not shown in figures, the light source LS may
further include active elements mounted on the printed circuit
board LPCB to control the light emitting devices LE. The
light emitting devices LE may be individually turned on or off
in response to a dimming signal.

FIG. 4 is a view showing an image displayed in the display
device shownin FIG. 1, FIG. 5 is ablock diagram showing the
display module shown in FIG. 3, and FIG. 6 is a block dia-
gram showing a part of the display module shown in FIG. 5.

Referring to FIG. 4, the display area DA of the display
panel 200 (refer to FIG. 3) includes a display part DA-M
exposed through the opening portion 10U-OP of the upper
protective member 10U and first and second peripheral parts
DA-U and DA-L covered by the upper protective member
10U. The first peripheral part DA-U is covered by the first
curved-line part 10U-1 and the second peripheral part DA-L
is covered by the second curved-line part 10U-2.

The display part DA-M and the first peripheral part DA-U
are distinct from each other by a first boundary line BL.1. The
display part DA-M and the second peripheral part DA-L are
distinct from each other by a second boundary line BL2. The
first boundary line BL.1 has a same curvature as the first
curved-line part 10U-1. The second boundary line BL.2 has a
same curvature as the second curved-line part 10U-2. The
radius of curvature may be decided depending on a size of the
display device. For example, 55-inch display device has a
radius of curvature of 9000 mm. A width in the vertical
direction DR2 of the display part DA-M exposed through the
opening portion 10U-OP is gradually changed depending on
the position of the horizontal direction DR1. The width in the
vertical direction DR2 of the display part DA-M at a center of
the display is minimum. The width in the vertical direction
DR2 of the display part DA-M at a edge of the display is
maximum. The shape of the effective image displaying area
on the display surface is the same as the shape of the display
part DA-M.

Due to the first curved-line part 10U-1 and the second
curved-line part 10U-2, the display device is perceived by the
viewer as the curved display device. Thus, the sense of
immersion and presence may be increased to the viewer.

FIG. 4 shows a text image of “SAMSUNG” as the effective
image. The first and the second peripheral parts DA-U and
DA-L display a non-effective image or do not display any
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image. The non-effective image may be a single color image
of black or white. In the text image, the character of “S”
positioned at a center position is more compressed than the
character of “S” positioned at a lefimost position. As
described above, the effective image may be a scaled image to
correspond to the display part DA-M. The scaled image,
which corresponds to the shape of the display part DA-M,
provides perspective to the viewer. Accordingly, the viewer
may more strongly feel the sense of immersion and presence.

Hereinafter, the configuration and the driving method of
the display panel will be described in detail with reference to
FIGS. 5 and 6.

Referring to FIG. 5, the display module includes a signal
processor SPC and a display panel driver DPD. The signal
processor SPC and the display panel driver DPD may be
driving ICs arranged on the main printed circuit board
MPCB.

The signal processor SPC receives image data RGB. The
image data are arranged by the frame and stored in a memory.
The image data RGB corresponds to data to be displayed in
the display area DA (refer to FIG. 4).

The signal processor SPC scales the image data RGB to
generate scaled data RGB-10 and applies the scaled data
RGB-10to the display panel driver DPD. The effective image
displayed in the display part DA-M (refer to FIG. 4) is gen-
erated from the scaled data RGB-10. The signal processor
SPC generates non-effective image data BLK together with
the scaled data RGB-10. When the effective image is not the
scaled image, the non-effective image data BLK may not be
generated. In this case, the signal processor SPC may be
omitted.

The display panel driver DPD coverts the scaled data RGB-
10 to effective data voltages and applies the effective data
voltages to the display panel 200. In addition, the display
panel driver DPD converts the non-effective image data BLK
to non-effective data voltages and applies the non-effective
data voltages to the display panel 200.

Referring to FIG. 6, the display panel 200 includes a plu-
rality of pixels PX11 to PXnm, a plurality of gate lines GL.1 to
GLn, and a plurality of data lines DL.1 to DLm. The gate lines
GL1 to GLn and the data lines DL.1 to DLm are arranged on
either the first substrate 210 (refer to FIG. 3) or the second
substrate 220 (refer to FIG. 3). The pixels PX11 to PXnm are
arranged in a matrix configuration. Each ofthe pixels PX11 to
PXnm is connected to a corresponding gate line of the gate
lines GL.1 to GLn and a corresponding data line of the data
lines DL1 to DLm.

In the present exemplary embodiment, the pixels PX11 to
PXnm have the same structure and function, and thus here-
inafter, only one pixel PX11 will be describe in detail as a
representative example.

The pixel PX11 includes a thin film transistor TR, a liquid
crystal capacitor Clc, and a storage capacitor Cst. The thin
film transistor TR is electrically connected to the correspond-
ing gate line GL1 and the corresponding data line DL.1. The
thin film transistor TR outputs the effective data voltage pro-
vided through the corresponding data line DL.1 in response to
the gate signal provided through the gate line GL1.

The liquid crystal capacitor Clc is charged with a voltage
corresponding to the effective data voltage output from the
thin film transistor TR. According to the amount of electric
charges charged in the liquid crystal capacitor Cle, directors
of liquid crystal molecules of the liquid crystal layer (not
shown) are rearranged. The light incident to the pixel PX11 is
transmitted or blocked due to the rearrangement of the direc-
tors of the liquid crystal molecules.
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The storage capacitor Cst and the liquid crystal capacitor
Clc are connected in parallel. The storage capacitor Cst main-
tains the arrangement of the directors of the liquid crystal
molecules of the liquid crystal layer.

The display panel driver DPD includes a timing controller
TC, a gate driver GD, and a data driver DD. The timing
controller TC receives the scaled data RGB-10 and the non-
effective image data BLK and converts the scaled data RGB-
10 and the non-effective image data BLK to data appropriate
to the display panel 200.

The timing controller TC receives various control signals
CS, e.g., a vertical synchronization signal, a horizontal syn-
chronization signal, a main clock signal, a data enable signal,
etc., and outputs first and second control signals CONT1 and
CONT2.

The gate driver GD applies the gate signals to the gate lines
GL1 to GLn in response to the first control signal CONT1.
The first control signal CONT1 includes a vertical start signal
that starts an operation of the gate driver GD, a gate clock
signal that determines an output timing of the gate voltage,
and an output enable signal that determines an ON pulse
width of the gate voltage.

The data driver DD receives the second control signal
CONT?2, the scaled data RGB-10, and the non-effective
image data BLK. The data driver DD converts the scaled data
RGB-10 and the non-effective image data BLK to the effec-
tive data voltage and the non-effective data voltage. The data
driver DD applies the effective data voltage and the non-
effective data voltage to the data lines DL.1 to DLm.

The second control signal CONT?2 includes a horizontal
start signal that starts an operation of the data driver DD, an
inversion signal that inverts a polarity of the effective data
voltages, and an output indicating signal that determines an
output timing of the effective data voltages from the data
driver DD.

The scaled data RGB-10 and the non-effective image data
BLK are rearranged for a line-by-line driving method. The
rearranged data are converted to the effective data voltage and
the non-effective data voltage, which correspond to each gate
line GLL1 to GLn and substantially simultaneously applied to
the data lines DL1 to DLm.

The effective data voltage and the non-effective data volt-
age applied to the data lines DL.1 to DLm change the align-
ment of the directors of the liquid crystal molecules in the
pixels PX11 to PXnm. Therefore, the effective image is dis-
played as shown in FIG. 4 by the combination of the lights
passing through the pixels PX11 to PXnm.

FIG. 7 is a plan view showing a display device according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure, FIGS.
8A and 8B are views respectively showing first and second
images displayed in the display device shown in FIG. 7, and
FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing a display module of the
display device shown in FIG. 7. In FIGS. 7 to 9, the same
reference numerals denote the same elements in FIGS. 1 to 6,
and thus detailed descriptions of the same elements will be
omitted.

Referring to FIG. 7, the display device includes an upper
protective member 10U and a display module 20. The upper
protective member 10U includes four parts 10U'-1 to 10U'-4
through which the display module 20 is exposed. The upper
protective member 10U' covers the upper frame 100U (refer
to FIG. 3) of the display module 20 and the opening portion
10U'-OP of the upper protective member 10U" exposes the
display area DA of the display panel 200 (refer to FIG. 3)
included in the display module 20.

The four parts 10U'-1 to 10U'-4 include a first horizontal
part 10U'-1, a second horizontal part 10U'-2, a first vertical
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part 10U'-3, and a fourth vertical part 10U'-4. The first hori-
zontal part 10U'-1 substantially extends in the horizontal
direction DR1 of the display module 20. The second horizon-
tal part 10U'-2 is disposed to face the first horizontal part
10U'-1 and spaced apart from the first horizontal part 10U'-1
in the vertical direction DR2. The second horizontal part
10U'-2 is disposed under the first horizontal part 10U'-1. The
first vertical part 10U'-3 connects left end portions of the first
and the second horizontal parts 10U'-1 and 10U'-2. The sec-
ond vertical part 10U'-4 connects right end portions of the first
and the second horizontal parts 10U'-1 and 10U'-2. The first
and the second vertical parts 10U'-3 and 10U'-4 are spaced
apart from each other in the horizontal direction DR1 and face
each other.

The first horizontal part 10U'-1, the second horizontal part
10U'-2, the first vertical part 10U'-3, and the second vertical
part 10U'-4 include outer sides 10U'-1S1 to 10U'-4S1 and
inner sides 10U'1-1S2 to 10U'-4S2, respectively. The opening
portion 10U'-OP is defined by inner sides 10U'-1S2 to 10U'-
482.

The inner side 10U'-1S2 (hereinafter, referred to as first
inner side) of the first horizontal part 10U'-1 and the inner side
10U'-2S2 (hereinafter, referred to as second inner side) of the
second horizontal part 10U'-2 are substantially parallel to
each other in the horizontal direction DR1. The inner side
10U'-3S2 (hereinafter, referred to as third inner side) of the
first vertical part 10U'-3 and the inner side 10U'-4S2 (herein-
after, referred to as fourth inner side) of the second vertical
part 10U'-4 are substantially parallel to each other in the
vertical direction DR2. The opening portion 10U'-OP has a
rectangular shape defined by the first inner side 10U'-1S2, the
second inner side 10U'-2S2, the third inner side 10U'-3S2,
and the fourth inner side 10U'-4S2, which are connected to
each other.

The outer side 10U'-1S1 (hereinafter, referred to as first
outer side) of the first horizontal part 10U'-1 is curved to have
concave surface on the top and the outer side 10U'-2S1 (here-
inafter, referred to as second outer side) of the second hori-
zontal part 10U'-2 is curved to have concave surface on the
bottom. The outer side 10U'-3S1 (hereinafter, referred to as
third outer side) of the first vertical part 10U'-3 and the outer
side 10U'-4S1 (hereafter, referred to as fourth outer side) of
the second vertical part 10U'-4 are substantially parallel to
each other in the vertical direction DR2.

The shape of the upper protective member 10U should not
be limited to described exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure. In other embodiment of the present disclosure, the
first outer side 10U'-1S1 and the second outer side 10U'-2S51
may have other shape. For example, the first outer side 10U'-
151 and the second outer side 10U'-2S1 may have a straight
line. In other words, the first outer side 10U'-1S1, the second
outer side 10U'-2S1, the third outer side 10U'-3S1, and the
fourth outer side 10U'-4S1 connected to each other form a
rectangular shape.

The images are displayed in the display area DA of the
display module 20. The display module 20 may be operated in
two modes. The display panel 200 displays a first image in a
first mode and displays a second image different from the first
image ina second mode. The first image includes the effective
image and the second image includes the effective image and
the non-effective image. The display module 20 may be oper-
ated only in the second mode. Thus the display module 20 is
not required to be selectively operated in the first and the
second modes.

FIG. 8A shows the text image of “SAMSUNG”, which is
not scaled, as the first image. The first image displayed in the
first mode may be the effective image. The display area DA is
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divided into a main display part DA-MA, a first auxiliary
display part DA-UA, and a second auxiliary display part
DA-LA. The first and the second auxiliary display parts DA-
UA and DA-LA are spaced apart from each other in the
vertical direction DR2 while interposing the main display
part DA-MA therebetween.

The main display part DA-MA and the first auxiliary dis-
play part DA-UA are separated by the first boundary line BLL1,
and the main display part DA-MA and the second auxiliary
display part DA-LA are separated by the second boundary
line BL2. The first boundary line BL.1 and the first outer side
10U'-1S1 have the substantially same curvature and the sec-
ond boundary line BL.2 and the second outer side 10U'-2S1
have the substantially same curvature. The radius of curvature
of the first boundary line BLL1 and the second boundary line
BL2 may be decided depending on a size of the display
device. For example, 55-inch display device has a radius of
curvature of 9000 mm. The radius of curvature each of the
first boundary line BL1 and the second boundary line BL.2
may be 9000 mm.

One end portion of the first boundary line BL.1 meets one
end portion of the first inner side 10U'-1S2 in a plan view, and
the other end portion of the first boundary line BL.1 meets the
other one end portion of the first inner side 10U'-1S2 in a plan
view. One end portion of the second boundary line BL.2 meets
one end portion of the second inner side 10U'-2S2 in a plan
view, and the other end portion of the second boundary line
BL2 meets the other one end portion of the second inner side
10U'-2S2 in a plan view.

In the first mode, the main display part DA-MA, the first
auxiliary display part DA-UA, and the second auxiliary dis-
play part DA-L A display a partial image of the first image. As
shown in FIG. 8A, the main display part DA-MA displays the
textimage of “SAMSUNG” as the first partial image. The first
auxiliary display part DA-UA displays a background image
as a second partial image consecutive to the first partial
image, and the second auxiliary display part DA-LA displays
abackground image as a third partial image consecutive to the
first partial image.

FIG. 8B shows the text image of “SAMSUNG”, which is
scaled, as a second image. In the second mode, the main
display part DA-MA displays the effective image as the
scaled text image of “SAMSUNG”. The first and the second
auxiliary display parts DA-UA and DA-LA display a first
non-effective image and a second non-effective image,
respectively.

The first and the second non-effective images do not dis-
play image information and may single color image or pat-
terned images. The first and the second non-effective images
may have the same color and pattern as the upper protective
member 10U. In this case, the first and second auxiliary
display parts DA-UA and DA-LA are perceived by the viewer
as a portion of the upper protective member 10U. Due to the
first non-effective image displayed in the first auxiliary dis-
play part DA-UA and the second non-effective image dis-
played in the second auxiliary display part DA-LA, the first
horizontal part 10U'-1 and the second horizontal part 10U'-2
shown in FIG. 8B are recognized as the first curved-line part
10U-1 and the second curved-line part 10U-2 shown in FIG.
1.

As described above, since the shape of the display surface
of the main display part DA-MA is deformed by the first and
the second auxiliary display parts DA-UA and DA-LA, the
viewer recognizes the display device as the curved display
device. Thus, the sense of immersion and presence may be
provided to the viewer. Accordingly, the viewer may more
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strongly feel the sense of immersion and presence through the
scaled effective image as described with reference to FIGS. 1
o 6.

According to another exemplary embodiment, the effective
image may be a non-scaled image. According to another
exemplary embodiment, the effective image of the second
mode corresponds to the first partial image of the first mode.
According to another exemplary embodiment, the second and
third partial images of the first mode are replaced with the first
and second non-effective images of the second mode, respec-
tively.

Referring to FIG. 9, the display module includes a signal
processor SPC-10 and a display panel driver DPD. The signal
processor SPC-10 receives image data RGB and a mode
selection signal MSS. The mode selection signal MSS is
generated by a viewer’s input operation.

The signal processor SPC-10 outputs the image data RGB
to the display panel driver DPD in the first mode in response
to the mode selection signal MSS. The image data RGB are
not scaled. The display panel driver DPD converts the image
data RGB to the effective data voltage and applies the effec-
tive data voltage to the display panel 200.

The signal processor SPC-10 generates the scaled data
RGB-10 and the non-effective image data BLK in the second
mode and outputs the scaled data RGB-10 and the non-effec-
tive image data BLK to the display panel driver DPD. The
non-effective image data BLK includes a first non-effective
image data corresponding to the first non-effective image and
a second non-effective image data corresponding to the sec-
ond non-effective image. The display panel driver DPD con-
verts the scaled data RGB-10 to the effective data voltage and
the non-effective image data BLK to the non-effective data
voltage and applies the effective data voltage and the non-
effective data voltage to the display panel 200.

Although the exemplary embodiments of the present
invention have been described, it is understood that the
present invention should not be limited to these exemplary
embodiments but various changes and modifications can be
made by one ordinary skilled in the art within the spirit and
scope of the present invention as hereinafter claimed.

What is claimed is:

1. A display device comprising:

adisplay module that includes a display panel to display an

effective image in a portion of a display area; and

a protective member that accommodates the display mod-

ule, the protective member including:

a first curved-line part extending substantially in a hori-
zontal direction on a display surface of the display
module and curved to be concaved in a vertical direc-
tion perpendicular to the horizontal direction,

a second curved-line part spaced apart from the first
curved-line part to face the first curved-line part in the
vertical direction, extending substantially in the hori-
zontal direction, and curved to be convex in the ver-
tical direction, and

connection parts that connect the first curved-line part
and the second curved-line part to define an opening
portion through which the portion of the display area
is exposed,

wherein the display area comprises a display part exposed

through the opening portion to display the effective

image, a first peripheral part overlapped with the first
curved-line part, and a second peripheral part over-
lapped with the second curved-line part.

2. The display device of claim 1, wherein the display part
and the first peripheral part are separated by a first boundary
line having a same curvature as the first curved-line part, and
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the display part and the second peripheral part are separated
by a second boundary line having a same curvature as the
second curved-line part.

3. The display device of claim 1, wherein the display mod-
ule further comprises:

a signal processor that scales an image data corresponding
to the display area to generate a scaled data correspond-
ing to the display part; and

a display panel driver that converts the scaled data to an
effective data voltage and applies the effective data volt-
age to the display part.

4. The display device of claim 3, wherein the signal pro-
cessor further generates a non-effective image data, the dis-
play panel driver converts the non-effective image data to
non-effective image data voltages and applies the non-effec-
tive image data voltages to the first peripheral part and the
second peripheral part, and each of the first peripheral part
and the second peripheral part displays a non-effective image.

5. The display device of claim 3, wherein the display area
comprises a plurality of pixels each including a liquid crystal
capacitor and a thin film transistor applying the effective data
voltage to the liquid crystal capacitor.

6. The display device of claim 1, wherein the display panel
further comprises a non-display area disposed adjacent to the
display area, and the display module further comprises a
protective frame to accommodate the display panel, cover the
non-display area, and expose the display area and a backlight
unit to supply light to the display panel.

7. The display device of claim 6, wherein the display panel
comprises:

a first display substrate;

asecond display substrate facing the first display substrate;
and

a liquid crystal layer disposed between the first display
substrate and the second display substrate.

8. The display device of claim 1, wherein the display part
and the first peripheral part are separated by a first boundary
line having a same curvature as the first curved-line part, and
the display part and the second peripheral part are separated
by a second boundary line having a same curvature as the
second curved-line part, and

wherein the first boundary line and the second boundary
line have the same curvature.

9. A display device comprising:

a display module that includes a display panel having a
display area, the display area displaying a first image in
a first mode; and

a protective member that accommodates the display mod-
ule, the protective member including:
afirst horizontal part extending in a horizontal direction,

a second horizontal part spaced apart from the first hori-
zontal part in a vertical direction to face the first hori-
zontal part, formed below the first horizontal part, and
extending in the horizontal direction, and

vertical parts connecting the first horizontal part and the
second horizontal part to define an opening portion
through which the display area is exposed, the display
area comprising:

a main display part that displays an effective image of the
first image in the first mode;

a first auxiliary display part that displays a first non-effec-
tive image of the first image consecutive to the effective
image of the first image in the first mode; and

a second auxiliary display part that displays a second non-
effective image of the first image consecutive to the
effective image of the first image in the first mode,
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wherein the first auxiliary display part and the second
auxiliary display part are spaced apart from each other in
the vertical direction with respect to the main display
part, the main display part and the first auxiliary display
part are separated by a first boundary line substantially
extending in the horizontal direction and being concave
in the vertical direction, and the main display part and
the second auxiliary display part are separated by a
second boundary line substantially extending in the
horizontal direction and being convex in the vertical
direction.

10. The display device of claim 9, wherein the first hori-
zontal part comprises a first inner side and a first outer side,
the second horizontal part comprises a second inner side and
a second outer side, and the vertical parts comprise third inner
sides and third outer sides, the first inner side, the second
inner side, and the third inner sides, which are connected to
each other, form the opening portion.

11. The display device of claim 10, wherein the first outer
side has a same curvature as the first boundary line and is
concave in the vertical direction, and the second outer side has
a same curvature as the second boundary line and is convex in
the vertical direction.

12. The display device of claim 10, wherein the first inner
side and the second inner side are substantially in parallel to
each other.

13. The display device of claim 9, wherein the display
module further comprises a signal processor that scales an
image data corresponding to the first image and outputs a
scaled data corresponding to the effective image data and the
non-effective image data corresponding to the first non-effec-
tive image and the second non-effective image.

14. The display device of claim 13, wherein the display
module further comprises a display panel driver that converts
the scaled data to an effective data voltage to apply the effec-
tive data voltage to the main display part and converts the
non-effective image data to non-effective image data voltages
to apply the non-effective image data voltages to the first
auxiliary display part and the second auxiliary display part.

15. The display device of claim 14, wherein the display
area comprises a plurality of pixels each including a liquid
crystal capacitor and a thin film transistor applying the effec-
tive data voltage to the liquid crystal capacitor.

16. The display device of claim 9, wherein the first non-
effective image and the second non-effective image display a
same color and pattern as the protective member.

17. The display device of claim 9, wherein the display
module displays a second image different from the first image
in a second mode, the main display part displays a first partial
image of the second image, the first auxiliary display part
displays a second partial image of the second image, which is
consecutive to the first partial image, and the second auxiliary
display part displays a third partial image of the second
image, which is consecutive to the first partial image.

18. The display device of claim 9, wherein the display
panel further comprises a non-display area disposed adjacent
to the display area, and the display module further comprises
a protective frame to accommodate the display panel, cover
the non-display area, and expose the display area and a back-
light unit to supply light to the display panel.

19. The display device of claim 18, wherein the display
panel comprises:

a first display substrate;

a second display substrate facing the first display substrate;

and
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a liquid crystal layer disposed between the first display
substrate and the second display substrate.
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